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giving independence to India would rally progressive forces
throughout the world. He believed that Pakistan as conceiv-
ed by Mr. Jinnah was profoundly reactionary and could not be
applied in India.
Sir jo^n Anderson, Chancellor of the Exchequer in Mr.
Churchill's Government and a forrrer Governor of Bengal,
hoped that there was no questpn in anybody's mind but that
the future constitution of India must be framed in India by
Indian?.
** We have made it clear," he said, ct that the British
Government and the Parliament will accept any constitution
framed by Indians in India which is acceptable to the main
elements in India's national life. This fundamental position
seems to me to be absolutely clear."
" We have said that India shall have, as far as we are
concerned, the constitution she wants/* said Sir John. 6t That
means that the responsibility for enforcing law and maintaining
the constitution passes from the British Government and
from the Parliament of this country to Indians. It is on them
that the responsibility must rest- It is they and they alone
who must decide what the constitution must be.*'
*4 Similarly," he said, kl the stipulation that a new constitu-
tion must be acceptable to the main elements in India's
national life is fundamental. We cannot simply throw the
apple of discord into the Indian arena and run away* To do
that would be unworthy of ourselves and our past, and will
be gross betrayal of these interests in India for which we have
been responsible. There will be no room anywhere for any
lingering suspicion that we in this country are relying on the
prospects of disagreement in India to maintain our position
there."
** Let that be made absolutely clear,'* Sir John continued.
** It is emphatically in our interest that a solution acceptable
to Indian opinion should be found speedily."
Declaring that Britain's position in India was becoming
intolerable, Sir John said that solution of the Indian problem
was not only inevitable and necessary but urgent. ** The
question here i* not merely one of honour, and our honour is
deeply pledged, but of our own interests."
Sir John Anderson saivi that by providing a machinery to
facilitate deliberations between the Indians in framing a new